
 
Bushcra) and Forest School courses events offered by IOL Organisa;onal 
Members 
 

Bushcra( Competency Course - 3 day course - IOL ACCREDITED  

23 Mar 2024 - 25 Mar 2024. 02 Apr 2024 - 04 Apr 2024. 28 Jun 2024 -30 Jun 2024. 27 Aug 2024 - 29 
Aug 2024. 18 Oct 2024 -20 Oct 2024.   

Woodland Survival CraAs. Spring Wood, Derbyshire 

An ideal training course for Outdoor Professionals leading to the BushcraA Competency CerMficate 
developed through the IOL.  

hQp://www.woodlandsurvivalcraAs.com/our-courses/bushcraA-for-pracMMoners/ 

T: 07736 225035 Dave dave@woodlandsurvivalcraAs.com 

Woodland Survival CraAs offer a package of quality training to enable Outdoor PracMMoners to feel 
confident in their foundaMonal BushcraA skills. 

We will look at what is at the heart of good BushcraA and how you can enhance your exisMng sessions 
to address a wide variety of educaMonal needs. 

The three day course can stand on its own or be taken further. OpMons include gaining accreditaMon 
through the InsMtute for Outdoor Learning’s FoundaMonal BushcraA Competency Award. 

Whether you are a Forest School Leader, Environmental EducaMon Officer or Outdoor Instructor we 
can enhance your skills and sessions. 

It is useful but not essenMal for students to have some previous experience in the areas of shelter 
building, fire lighMng and simple knife handling. 

 

Bushcra( Competency Training 2 days - IOL ACCREDITED 

19-20 Oct 2024, 20th – 21st March 2025. Woodland Classroom, Wrexham, N. Wales. 

hQps://woodlandclassroom.com/event/iol-bushcraA-competency-award/ 

hQps://woodlandclassroom.com/event/iol-bushcraA-competency-award-2/ 

This accredited training course is designed for instructors, leaders and teachers who want to 
demonstrate that they follow good pracMce and have a high level of safety and competency in a range 
of bushcraA skills. 

This 2 day course is designed for the outdoor learning workforce including FE/HE students, 
apprenMces, instructors and teachers. It is suitable for a wide range of people working or volunteering 
in formal or non-formal secngs such as early years, schools, colleges, outdoor centres, educaMon 
centres, wildlife trusts, naMonal parks, youth and voluntary organisaMons. Wherever you are on your 
journey into bushcraA we aim to bring your confidence and skillset forward to the next level. 

This 2 day course is open to all with an interest in passing bushcraA skills and knowledge on to others. 
The course covers 5 key bushcraA skill units; edged tools – knives & saws, fire, water, tarp shelters & 
knots and campfire cooking. 

Our weekend long course is all set against the backdrop of mixed woodlands, wetlands and open 
meadows of Park In The Past, with 120 acres of wild space to explore. Students are encouraged to 
camp over in the woods, with the opMon of staying over on both the Friday and Saturday, or just 
Saturday night. 

http://www.woodlandsurvivalcrafts.com/our-courses/bushcraft-for-practitioners/
mailto:dave@woodlandsurvivalcrafts.com
https://woodlandclassroom.com/event/iol-bushcraft-competency-award/
https://woodlandclassroom.com/event/iol-bushcraft-competency-award-2/
https://parkinthepast.org.uk/


This course covers five essenMal bushcraA skillsets. 

 

Woodland AcBvity Leader Training - 7 days  

30 Mar 2024 - 05 Apr 2024. 29 Jun 2024 -05 Jul 2024. 05 Oct 2024 -11 Oct 2024.  

Wild Things! Findhorn Village, Moray. 01309 690450, enquiries@wild-things.org.uk, www.wild-
things.org.uk 

 

Woodland Skills Leader - IOL ACCREDITED  

05 Apr 2024 - 08 Apr 2024. 02 Aug 2024 - 05 Aug 2024.  

Backcountry Survival. Alvie Estate, Invernessshire. 
hQps://www.backcountrysurvival.co.uk/courses/training-courses/ 

Thinking of delivering woodland & BushcraA skills? 

Are you a teacher, scout leader, outdoor instructor or youth worker who wishes to deliver woodland 
skills, such as BushcraA & Survival acMviMes, but you aren’t qualified? 

Would you like to inspire others, by teaching them to craA with tools, light & safely manage camp-
fires, play outdoor games, build shelters and explore the natural world? 

Or maybe you already have leadership qualificaMons, but you lack the confidence to deliver some 
woodland acMviMes? Would you like some new ideas, or to improve the safety of your sessions by 
incorporaMng proven risk management strategies? 

How did the WSL come about? 

With a growing interest in the area of woodland skills, more people are wishing to engage in acMviMes 
related to BushcraA, Survival, Forest School, ScouMng and tradiMonal camping. 

We have idenMfied a clear need for schools, scout groups, youth groups and outdoor centres to access 
training for their staff, which not only develops personal competence, but which ensures the safe and 
effecMve leadership of such acMviMes. 

Why choose the WSL over other training courses? 

We offer the LSI, but this can be difficult for most people to achieve, or the award is superfluous to 
their teaching needs. The Woodland Skills Leaders course costs just £500 for the training and includes 
the assessment. The course including assessment takes place over four consecuMve days. 

The WSL course, which has been accredited by the IOL, to provide a means by which potenMal leaders 
can develop their capabiliMes, in an affordable and Mme efficient way. 

To be eligible to aQend a WSL course you must have leadership experience and other NGBs or 
teaching/coaching qualificaMons. Previous BushcraA experience is desirable but not essenMal. 

AccommodaMon 

If you plan to camp in the woodland, overnight during your course, then you will need to bring all of 
your associated camping equipment yourself. Such as; tent/shelter/tarp/hammock etc, sleeping gear, 
cooking kit, eaMng kit & utensils, food, wash-kit, toiletries, towel, spare clothing etc. If you do wish to 
camp then please let us know via email beforehand. Drinking water is provided onsite for you to use. 
Please be advised that this is a private woodland-camping locaMon but there are no toilets and 
showering/washing faciliMes, it is a wild-camping site and all waste MUST be removed from the site. 
Or you can stay at Dalraddy Caravan Site or at Aviemore. 

 

Bushcra( Competency Award Training - 2 days - IOL ACCREDITED  

16 Apr 2024 - 17 Apr 2024. 15 Jun 2024 - 16 Jun 2024. 14 Sep 2024 - 15 Sep 2024.  

Leicester Outdoor Pursuits Centre. Leicester Outdoor Pursuits Centre, Leicestershire. 0116 268 1426, 
Deputy@lopc.co.uk, hQps://bookedit.licklist.co.uk/event/2696990 

mailto:enquiries@wild-things.org.uk
http://www.wild-things.org.uk/
http://www.wild-things.org.uk/
https://www.backcountrysurvival.co.uk/courses/training-courses/
mailto:Deputy@lopc.co.uk
https://bookedit.licklist.co.uk/event/2696990


A bushcraA award designed for teachers, instructors, and leaders looking at key fundamental outdoor 
skills. The course will cover: 

1. Edged tools (knives & saws) 

2. Fire 

3. Water  

4. Tarp shelters & knots 

5. Campfire cooking. 

 

Bushcra( Competency CerBficate - IOL ACCREDITED  

19 Apr 2024 - 21 Apr 2024. 28 Jun 2024 -30 Jun 2024. 30 Aug 2024 -01 Sep 2024. 06 Sep 2024 - 08 Sep 
2024.  

Jack Raven BushcraA. Jack Raven BushcraA Camp, Kent. 07553 763397, 
info@jackravenbushcraA.co.uk, www.jackravenbushcraA.co.uk 

The syllabus meets the IOL Statement of Good PracMce.  On this intensive 3 day course you will cover: 

• UK knife law and its relevance to bushcraft, 
• Safe use of basic bushcraft tools such as knives, folding saws and bow saws, 
• How to sharpen a bushcraft knife, 
• Making simple carved implements such as a tent peg or feather stick, 
• Safe shelter construction, including ‘A’ frame and ‘lean to’ debris shelters, 
• Importance of insulating yourself from the ground in a debris shelter by creating an 

improvised bed, 
• Establishing fires by: bow drill, fire steel, flint and steel, lenses, mirrors, chemicals, matches, 

fire pistons, lighters, batteries & wire wool, 
• Constructing and using a tinder bundle to light a fire, 
• Locating, filtering and purifying water, 
• Tree identification and uses, including food sources available from trees, 
• How to prepare and make natural cordage from a variety of sources, 
• Natural navigation using shadow sticks, a watch, the moon and stars, 
• And of course, ensuring that we leave no trace 

Throughout the course we will provide advice and guidance on tools and equipment and how to teach 
the skills covered to other people, whether that be individuals or groups, all based on our own years 
of experience. 

To be added to the register of holders of the IOL BushcraA Competency CerMficate, you will need to 
log 120 quality hours and aQend a separate assessment, as well as join the IOL and the BushcraA 
Professional PracMce Group.  Memberships and assessments are administered through the IOL. 

Take a look at our ‘IOL Hall of Fame‘ to see photos of the people that we know have successfully 
taken their assessment. and gained the IOL BushcraA Competency CerMficate. 

Link: hQps://www.jackravenbushcraA.co.uk/bushcraA-qualificaMons/iol-bushcraA-competency-
cerMficate/ 

 

Bushcra( Skills 2-day Course 

29 Apr 2024 - 30 Apr 2024. 11 May 2024 - 12 May 2024.  

Learn Outdoors Ltd. Nannerth Fawr, Powys. 01597 811107. enquiries@learn-outdoors.co.uk. 
hQps://wilderness-project.org/product/train-the-trainer/ 

 

Woodland AcBvity Leader Training PracBcal Course  

24 May 2024 -26 May 2024. 14 Jun 2024 - 16 Jun 2024. 12 Jul 2024 -14 Jul 2024.  

mailto:info@jackravenbushcraft.co.uk
http://www.jackravenbushcraft.co.uk/
https://www.jackravenbushcraft.co.uk/bushcraft-qualifications/iol-bushcraft-competency-certificate/
https://www.jackravenbushcraft.co.uk/bushcraft-qualifications/iol-bushcraft-competency-certificate/
mailto:enquiries@learn-outdoors.co.uk
https://wilderness-project.org/product/train-the-trainer/


Wild Things! Mugdock Country Park, Glasgow. 01309 690450, enquiries@wild-things.org.uk, 
www.wild-things.org.uk  

 

Bushcra( Competency CerBficate (BCC) - IOL ACCREDITED  

14 Jun 2024 -16 Jun 2024. 06 Sep 2024 -08 Sep 2024.  

Backcountry Survival. Alvie Estate, Invernessshire. 
hQps://www.backcountrysurvival.co.uk/courses/bushcraA-training/ 

• Training (3 days) 
• Consolidation (120 hours) 
• Assessment (1 day) 

 

Coastal AcBvity Leader Training 

20 Jul 2024 - 26 Jul 2024.  

Wild Things!  Findhorn Village, Moray. 01309 690450, enquiries@wild-things.org.uk, www.wild-
things.org.uk 

 

Bushcra( Skills 2-day Course  

22 Aug 2024 -23 Aug 2024. 14 Sep 2024 -15 Sep 2024, 14 Oct 2024 - 15 Oct 2024.  

Learn Outdoors Ltd. Nannerth Fawr, Powys. 01597 811107. enquiries@learn-outdoors.co.uk, 
hQps://wilderness-project.org/product/bushcraA-skills 

 

CerBficate in leading Forest School – level 3 (8 days) - course IOL ACCREDITED by Cambium Sustainable 

16 Sep 2024 - 08 Oct 2024.  

Nene Park Trust. Ferry Meadows Country Park, Cambridgeshire. 01733 234193 . 
anna.thompson@neneparktrust.org.uk, www.nenepark.org.uk 

 

Award in assisBng Forest School – level 2 (5 days )- course IOL Accredited by Cambium Sustainable 

16 Sep 2024 - 07 Oct 2024.  

Nene Park Trust. Ferry Meadows Country Park, Cambridgeshire. 01733 234193 . 
anna.thompson@neneparktrust.org.uk, www.nenepark.org.uk 

 

Bushcra( Competency Diploma (5 days) - IOL ACCREDITED  

09 Oct 2024 - 13 Oct 2024.  

Jack Raven BushcraA. Jack Raven BushcraA Camp, Kent. 07553 763397. 
info@jackravenbushcraA.co.uk, hQps://www.jackravenbushcraA.co.uk/bushcraA-qualificaMons/iol-
bushcraA-competency-diploma/ 

 

Bushcra( Competency Award (BCA) - IOL ACCREDITED 

12 Oct 2024 -13 Oct 2024.  

Backcountry Survival. Alvie Estate, Invernessshire. www.backcountrysurvival.co.uk/courses/bushcraA-
training/ 

• Training (2 days) 
• Consolidation (60 hours) 
• Assessment (1/2 day) 

mailto:enquiries@wild-things.org.uk
http://www.wild-things.org.uk/
https://www.backcountrysurvival.co.uk/courses/bushcraft-training/
mailto:enquiries@wild-things.org.uk
http://www.wild-things.org.uk/
http://www.wild-things.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@learn-outdoors.co.uk
https://wilderness-project.org/product/bushcraft-skills
mailto:anna.thompson@neneparktrust.org.uk
http://www.nenepark.org.uk/
mailto:anna.thompson@neneparktrust.org.uk
http://www.nenepark.org.uk/
mailto:info@jackravenbushcraft.co.uk
https://www.jackravenbushcraft.co.uk/bushcraft-qualifications/iol-bushcraft-competency-diploma/
https://www.jackravenbushcraft.co.uk/bushcraft-qualifications/iol-bushcraft-competency-diploma/
http://www.backcountrysurvival.co.uk/courses/bushcraft-training/
http://www.backcountrysurvival.co.uk/courses/bushcraft-training/


 

Train the Trainer Bushcra( 2-day Course  

14 Oct 2024 - 15 Oct 2024.  

Learn Outdoors Ltd. Nannerth Fawr, Powys. 01597 811107. enquiries@learn-outdoors.co.uk, 
hQps://wilderness-project.org/product/train-the-trainer/ 

 

Woodland AcBvity Leader Training PracBcal Only 

18 Oct 2024 - 20 Oct 2024.  

Wild Things! Findhorn Village, Moray. 01309 690450, enquiries@wild-things.org.uk, www.wild-
things.org.uk 

 

mailto:enquiries@learn-outdoors.co.uk
https://wilderness-project.org/product/train-the-trainer/
mailto:enquiries@wild-things.org.uk
http://www.wild-things.org.uk/
http://www.wild-things.org.uk/

