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Golden 
Thread:
To ensure 
sustainability  
(financial, 
planetary and 
organisational) 
runs through all 
we do.

Our Members have a shared vision of 
Outdoor Learning as a highly valued form of 
development, education and employment 

in UK society



Governance

https://www.outdoor-learning.org/about-us/governance.html


Highlights

Impact Report: 23/24

Governance

https://www.outdoor-learning.org/about-us/governance.html




Access to Nature Green Paper 
IOL invited to attend the working party Education, Empowerment and Skills session

This green paper is a key stepping stone towards a building a more strategic approach for Access to 
Nature and to deliver the Government's Manifesto commitment to 'improving responsible access to 
nature’. 

To enable this, the Defra Secretary of State has re-affirmed the governments ambition that everyone 
should live within 15 minutes’ walk of a green or blue space and has agreed four themes for the green 
paper:

Healthy People. Local and Connected Places. Safe and Welcoming Places.
Education, Empowerment and Skills.

Have your say: help make nature a regular part of 

every child’s education Survey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NaturePremiumSurvey_June2025
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NaturePremiumSurvey_June2025


. of development, education and employment in UK society.

APPG for Education  ‘Has the Love of Learning been lost?’
Call for Evidence  and attendance at Round Table at Westminster on 21st May and report out 15th

July.

A big thank you has to go to Andy Robinson who a quick turnaround to respond to this call for evidence 
form the All Party Parliamentary Group for Education, and to Dr Dave Harvey for supporting with the 
formal submission and to Dr Dave Harvey and Dan Playford for attending the Round Table.



‘A community of practice is a group of individuals who share a common 
interest or profession, collaborating to share knowledge, improve skills, 
and achieve common goals.’

IOL0115 Circle Infographic v11_Community.png

Adventure for All

https://www.outdoor-learning.org/community.html
https://outdoor-learning.org/community/sector-specialist-groups/adventure-for-all.html




Bushcraft Competency Awards 
Bushcraft (outdoor-learning.org)

*(L2 / SCQF L5) Skills 
*(L3 / SCQF L7) Award (5 units) Certificate (8 units) 

Diploma (16 units)

The National Outdoor Learning Award scheme 

(NOLA) recognises and captures the personal 

development outcomes of participants during a 

residential or regular outdoor learning experience.

National Outdoor Learning Award (outdoor-

learning.org)

FREE!

IOL0115 Circle Infographic v11_Workforce.png

https://www.outdoor-learning.org/standards/iol-awards-and-accreditation/bushcraft.html
https://www.outdoor-learning.org/standards/iol-awards-and-accreditation/national-outdoor-learning-award.html
https://www.outdoor-learning.org/standards/iol-awards-and-accreditation/national-outdoor-learning-award.html
https://www.outdoor-learning.org/workforce.html


Direct entry 
now available

Review planned to 
link with L5  

Outdoor Learning 
Specialist

Apprenticeship

Early Years 
Professional pack

age launched 
Autumn 24

IOL Awards and Accreditation 
(outdoor-learning.org)

IOL0115 Circle Infographic v11_Standards.png

https://www.outdoor-learning.org/standards/iol-awards-and-accreditation.html
https://www.outdoor-learning.org/standards/iol-awards-and-accreditation.html
https://www.outdoor-learning.org/standards.html


IOL Awards
All available by 

direct entry
Requires membership of IOL 

during the Award

IOL 
Membership

IOL
Fellowship

IOL 
Membership

Professional 
Recognition

Direct Entry Options

Registered Practitioner 
of IOL 

Or achieved as part of
L3 Outdoor Activity Instructor 

Apprenticeship

+
Current 

individual 
IOL 

membership

Associate 
Fellow 

of the IOL

Current 
individual 

IOL 
membership

+

Associate 
Professional 

of OL

Also available 
through OEAP 

and AHOEC Key actions 22025

Accredited Practitioner 

of IOL  L5
+

Current 
individual 

IOL 
membership

Fellow of the 
IOL

Current 
individual IOL 
membership +

Professional
of OL

Also available 
through OEAP 

and AHOEC

Map L5 Outdoor 
Learning Specialist to 
APIOL.  
Identify route to being

achieved with the L5 
apprenticeship

Leading Practitioner of
IOL – L6/7 +

Current 
individual 

IOL 
membership

Senior Fellow 
of the IOL

Current 
individual 

IOL 
membership

+
Senior Professional

of OL*

*Development of the 
direct entry to Senior 
Professional which is the 
equivalent or above the 
LPIOL standard.

IOL Awards  Route to Fellowship Professional Recognition Route to Fellowship

Fellowship, Awards and  Professional Recognition
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High Quality Outdoor Learning 

Shop

FREE to 
Download!

https://www.outdoor-learning.org/standards.html
https://www.outdoor-learning.org/workforce.html
https://www.outdoor-learning.org/community.html
https://outdoor-learning.org/shop.html




Updates on news events and projects.

News, Events & Projects

https://www.outdoor-learning.org/news-events.html


International GOLD Conference 2025



Trustee Recruitment 2025

• Recruiting for 2 x New Trustees

• Vacancies will be advertised on 

the IOL Website

• Transparent process with 

application and interview

• Finance and Marketing knowledge

• Summer 2025 for formal start in 

November 2025.

The Institute is a registered 

charity and a company limited 

by guarantee governed by a 

voluntary Board of Trustees 

elected by the membership.

The Trustees fulfil the 

organisation governance and 

inform the strategic direction 

for IOL, as well as providing 

advice and supervision for the 

Chief Executive Officer and 

team.



“Thanks to our members, 
volunteers and IOL team for 
their support and 
contribution to developing 
the work of the IOL in 
championing outdoor 
learning.”

Brian Kitson, Chair of Trustees



IOL Staff Team 2025

IOL Team (outdoor-learning.org)

https://www.outdoor-learning.org/about-us/iol-team.html


Contact Us

institute@outdoor-learning.org

Institute for Outdoor Learning - Home (outdoor-learning.org)Website:

Email:

Telephone:
+44 (0)1228 564580

mailto:institute@outdoor-learning.org
https://www.outdoor-learning.org/
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